
S
ix years on from a fatal accident of a worker 
who had been employed for more than 16 
years on the farm, the Orr family are still 

emotionally scarred by the tragedy. 
The horri� c events of Sunday 6 September 

2009 changed their lives after a 34-year-old 
employee, who had previously taken 18 months 
out to train as a potato equipment engineer, 
died after getting caught in a potato harvesting 
machine.

George Orr explained what happened: “The 
employee had been working on the potato 
harvesting machine on the Friday, without the 
tractor connected. Last thing on the Friday 
night the decision was made to � nish the 
maintenance routine on the Monday, when 
there would be a team assigned to the job.

“However, due to the employee being 
conscientious and committed, he decided to 
come out on the Sunday morning at his own 
free will, to complete the work.

“On the morning of Sunday 6 September I 
went to the steading, and to my surprise the 
employee had already started work on the 
potato harvesting machine, before asking me 
to power up the tractor and to move hydraulic 
rams to line up bolts to be fastened. When the 
task was complete I then turned the tractor o� .

“As this task was completed, I then had to 
leave to feed livestock.

“On my return I was surprised to hear the 
tractor running and went to investigate when I 
found the employee caught in the machine and 
immediately turned o�  the tractor.

“Words cannot describe the devastation and 
emotional scarring which all those left behind, 
are left with. This never goes away. We have to 
live and work with it every day.”

Since the tragedy the family have enforced 
a Safe Stop Procedure, where nobody is 
allowed to run any machine without another 
person being there to stop the machine in 
an emergency. If sta�  don’t do this they are 
reprimanded. 

Mr Orr commented: “All employers have a 
responsibility for health and safety.  Equally 
employees themselves have a responsibility 
for their own health and safety, for fellow 
employees and for those around them. It is 
essential to be 100 per cent compliant with 
health and safety, 99 per cent is not adequate. 

“We have used NFU Mutual Risk 
Management Services, which provided a Health 
and Safety Support Service.”
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Farm safety special

tragic legacy
lives on

F
arms can be great playgrounds for children, 
but with four being killed in recent years 
on farms, the dangers that this can present 

cannot be underestimated.
Children and young people up to the age of 16 

are regularly killed and injured on farms, either 
because they are working on the farm or because 
they are playing there.

Incidents in the last decade have included 
a seven-year-old girl being hit by a reversing 
tractor and trailer as she cycled in the farmyard; 
a five-year-old girl was hit and crushed by an 
ATV against a gatepost; a 13-year-old boy died 
when he fell through a plastic skylight window 
to the concrete floor below, sustaining fatal head 
injuries; and a nine-year-old boy died after being 
trapped underneath a farm quad bike after it 
overturned whilst he was riding the bike.

The ways in which children are killed varies 
little from year to year. The most common 
causes of death and major injury in the last 
decade were: 
• falling from vehicles; 
• being struck by moving vehicles or objects; 
• contact with machinery; 
• driving vehicles; 
• falls from height; 
• drowning and asphyxiation; 
• poisoning; 
• fire;
• contact with animals. 

The children who died were: 
• being carried as passengers on agricultural 

plant and machinery; 
• not under proper adult supervision; 
• working/helping around the farm; 
• playing unsupervised; or 
• trespassing. 

If there are children who live or play near the 
farm, those who run or own the farm should: 
• provide a securely fenced play area with 

enough activities to keep children busy; 
• keep children away from farming activities and 

work traffic where possible; 
• make sure everyone working on the 

farm knows that they should stop work 
immediately if an unsupervised child suddenly 
appears in the work area and take the child 
somewhere safe; 

• if the children are old enough, tell them about 
the dangers they should look out for and where 
they are not allowed to go; 

• put up warning signs in dangerous areas and 
make sure the children know what they mean. 

For more information on safe practice with 
children on farms, visit:  www.hse.gov.uk/

pubns/indg472.pdf
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